Meadowhead School
Parent/carer guide to moving on from Year 11
This year, your son/daughter will be asked to make a choice about what they will do after Year 11. Young
people have to stay in some form of learning or training at least until they turn 18; this could be
through a course at sixth form, college or a training provider, or through an apprenticeship or traineeship.
Getting started
Students might like to consider:
• How they prefer to learn and be assessed
• Which subjects interest them
• Any interests outside the classroom
• Any future career ideas.
Support in school
In Year 11, students can expect the following support:
 A small group session with an impartial careers adviser on post-16 options.
 A one-to-one careers meeting with an impartial careers adviser for students who need or request it.
Some students will see a careers adviser more than once.
 Assemblies and tutor-time lessons on post-16 options, personal statement writing, apprenticeships
and application processes.
 After-school support session Tuesdays, 3 – 4pm in the Mezzanine where students can work on
applications, CVs, search for opportunities and careers information, and get advice
 Information on local open days, taster days and other relevant events shared via form tutors.
Upcoming events
We have several events coming up at school where you can find out more about post-16 options.
 Tuesday 6 November
Meadowhead Sixth Form Open Evening, 6.00- 8.00pm
 Tuesday 20 November
Alternatives to Sixth Form Evening, 6.00–7.30pm
o Featuring stalls from a range of college, apprenticeship and training providers
 Thursday 24 January
Apprenticeship Information Evening, 6.00– 7.30pm
In addition, further events to look out for include:
 Open days at other local institutions in October, November and beyond
 Apprenticeship recruitment fair (Apprenticeships: Be Inspired) 13 March 2019
 Details of any further events will be shared with your son/daughter at school as they are announced.
Applications
All students will either apply direct to Meadowhead Sixth Form on a paper application or apply online via
UCAS Progress to courses or apprenticeship options available elsewhere; some students choose to do
both. If students are undecided, they can apply to (and accept) more than one option and make a final
decision around GCSE Results Day in August.
Further information on how to apply will follow in November. In the meantime, students can browse what is
available locally post-16 at https://ucasprogress.com/search. Students will work on personal statements in
tutor time at school in advance of making their applications.

Timescale
Sixth form application forms and UCAS Progress log-ins and guidelines will be issued from November; and
applications can be submitted via UCAS Progress from 27 November onwards.
We would like students to complete their Meadowhead Sixth Form applications by end November
and their UCAS Progress applications before the Christmas holidays. If students know what they want
to do, it is worth applying promptly. Some institutions have an end-January application deadline, so we want
to ensure that students do not miss this.
NB For students applying for apprenticeships, there will be more work to do later in the year to find an
employer. We will provide more information about this at the apprenticeship event on Thursday 24
January.
Expectations
Wherever possible, we encourage students to take ownership of the process of moving on from school; this
includes researching, making the decision and applying. We will support students as much as required, but
there will be some work for the students to do in their own time (visiting open events, working on
applications, searching for apprenticeship vacancies and so on). We encourage you to support them with
this.
Asking for help
Any student needing support can speak to their form tutor initially or contact the Careers Office outside
lesson times. If you have any questions, please get in touch.
Cerys Evans
Careers Adviser
evansc@meadowhead.sheffield.sch.uk
Telephone: 0114 2372723 ext 763

Bev Simpson
Work-Related Learning Support
simpsonb@meadowhead.sheffield.sch.uk
Telephone: 0114 2372723 ext 762

