
Y7 Time Signature 
Support 



What is a time signature?
A time signature tells you how many beats there are in 

a bar of music and is found at the beginning of the 
stave after the treble clef

Even if you are not reading music it is important to know the time 
signature so you understand the ‘feel’ of the piece. Where to put in the 

strong beats.



What the numbers tell us…

The top number tells 
you HOW MANY 
beats there are in 

a bar

The bottom 
number tells you 
what TYPE of 

beats (the note 
values)



What the numbers tell us…

The top number tells you 

HOW MANY beats 

there are in a bar

If the number on the bottom is a 

this means we count in ( )



What the numbers tell us…

The top number tells you 

HOW MANY beats 

there are in a bar

If the number on the bottom is a 

this means we count in ( )
You could think that this could also be 4/4. You would be correct. But as 

most of the beats are in 2 beat phrases we would normally opt for 2/2 



What the numbers tell us…

The top number tells you 

HOW MANY beats 

there are in a bar

If the number on the bottom is an 

this means we count in ( )



Two 
Minims 

in a 
bar

How many 
beat in a 

bar?

What kind 
of beats?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Write down each time signature and it’s meaning.



Three
Minims 
in a bar 

How many 
beat in a 

bar?

What kind 
of beats?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Write down each time signature and it’s meaning.



Four
Minims 

in a 
bar

How many 
beat in a 

bar?

What kind 
of beats?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Write down each time signature and it’s meaning.



Two 
Crotchets 
in a bar

How many 
beat in a 

bar?

What kind 
of beats?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Write down each time signature and it’s meaning.



Three 
crotchets
in a bar

How many 
beat in a 

bar?

What kind 
of beats?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Write down each time signature and it’s meaning.



Four
crotchets
in a bar

How many 
beat in a 

bar?

What kind 
of beats?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Write down each time signature and it’s meaning.



Three
quavers 
in a bar

How many 
beat in a 

bar?

What kind 
of beats?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Write down each time signature and it’s meaning.



Two
quavers in 

a bar

How many 
beat in a 

bar?

What kind 
of beats?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Write down each time signature and it’s meaning.



Four
quavers 
in a bar

How many 
beat in a 

bar?

What kind 
of beats?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Write down each time signature and it’s meaning.



Now it’s time 
for you to have 
a go at a few 

questions.
(word doc here)

As soon as you 
have finished, 
upload a copy 

for your 
teacher to see 

and we will feed 
back to you.

 

  
 

1. Cross out the wrong word(s) in bold for each of the following sentences about time  
     signatures: 
 

(a) The   top / bottom   number tells you how many beats there are in a bar. 
(b) The   top / bottom   number tells you what sort of beat to count. 
(c) 2 / 3 / 4    on the top means two beats in the bar. 
(d) 3 on the   top / bottom   means that there are 3 beats in the bar. 
(e) 4 on the bottom means that you count in   quavers / crotchets / minims. 
(f) 2 / 4 / 8   on the bottom means that you count in quaver beats. 
(g) 2 on the   top / bottom   means that you count in minim beats. 
 

2.  Add a number to the top/bottom to complete the following time signatures. 
 
   a)               d) 

               
                

 b)               e) 
                         

 
 c)               f)               
               

 
                3. Work out how many beats are in each bar, then fill in the top figure for each 
       time signature: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   4. Complete each unfinished bar by adding a note or several notes of the  
       correct value at the places marked *. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Three ‘crotchet’ beats in 
a bar 

Two ‘crotchet’ beats in a 
bar 

 
Four ‘crotchet’ beats in a 

bar 
 

EA
SY

 
M

ED
IU

M
 

Five ‘crotchet’ beats in a 
bar 

 

Six ‘crotchet’ beats in a 
bar 

 

15 

 
 

   7 

   6 

   2 

Seven ‘crotchet’ beats in 
a bar 

 

H
A
RD

 

https://www.meadowhead.sheffield.sch.uk/page/?title=Performing+Arts&pid=919
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