
1 
 

English Language Paper 2: Recap and Revision 

 
Y11 self-isolation work – Autumn Term 2 

Objective: to understand the skills required for this component of the exam; to refine the skills 
needed for each question in the exam.  

 
This booklet contains two weeks’ worth of materials to support your learning at home. Each task or 
lesson should take you approximately thirty minutes to complete.  
Answers will be provided at the back of the booklet for some tasks.  
 

Tasks 

� Lesson 1 – Understanding the exam. Checking your knowledge. Answer Q1.     
� Lesson 2 – Revising Q3.   
� Lesson 3 – Revising Q2   
� Lesson 4 – Approaching Q4 and planning. 
� Lesson 5 - Revising Q4.  
� Lesson 6 – Revising Q5.  
� Lesson 7 – Revising Q5.  
� Lesson 8 – Revising Q5.  

Websites you could visit to support your learning: 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z34dycw  

Non-fiction suggested reading to extend your learning: 

• Ben Fogle, The Accidental Adventurer or The Crossing: Conquering the Atlantic 
• David Attenborough, Journeys to the Other Side of the World 
• Bill Bryson, Down Under 
• Bear Grylls, Mud, Sweat and Tears 
• Victoria Pendleton, Between the Lines 
• Malala Yousafzai, I Am Malala

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z34dycw
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LESSON 1. TITLE – ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAPER 2  

 

Study the exam mat on the previous page. Here, you will find information about: the exam itself, allocation of 
marks, the skills required for each question, general timings, as well as helpful sentence starters that you 
might need for the later lessons.  

 

Task 1: Answer the following 
 

1. Section A is the ‘Reading Section’. How many sources will you need to read?  

2. How many questions are in Section A?  

3. How long should you spend on Section A? 

4. In what order should you complete questions 1 to 4?  

5. In Q1 you will need to mark true statements. How many true statements will you need to mark?  

6. What skill is Q3 assessing?  

7. How many sources will you need to refer to in Q2? 

8. What is the main skill(s) of Q2?  

9. Fill in the blanks for a typical Q4: __________ how the writers convey their different __________... 

10. In Section B you will need to write something to express your viewpoint. What sort of text might you 

have to create? 

Answers can be found at the end of the document.   

Task 2 (optional) 
 

If you completed the last task but feel as if an explanation might help to support you, use the following 

link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKZ_Tr2Y-CE&list=PLqGFsWf-P-cB-GSeqYup7PXId4pbldQVq 

 
Task 3: Exam Paper – June 2018 

 
The following pages include the sources for 
a past exam paper. You will need to refer to 
these throughout your learning.  
 
Consider the following:  
 

• What do you learn about Source A?  

• What do you learn about Source B?  

Tip: Knowing the requirements of the English 
Language exams and revising good exam technique is 
a great way to prepare yourself for these exams.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKZ_Tr2Y-CE&list=PLqGFsWf-P-cB-GSeqYup7PXId4pbldQVq
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Task 4: Question 1 
 
The final task for today is to complete Q1. Write out the letters of the four true statements, eg. ABCD. 
Check your answers at the back of the booklet.  
 
Read again the first part of Source A from lines 1 to 13.  

  Choose four statements below which are true.  

                  [4 marks]              

A. The first time Mike Doyle saw anyone surfing was in 1953. 

B. Mike Doyle spent very little time at the beach as a child.  

C. In the 1950s there were very few surfers in California. 

D. Most surfers like to surf in the early morning.  

E. Surfers often stayed later in the day to entertain the crowds.  

F. Mike Doyle took the train to the beach.  

G. The first time he saw them, Mike Doyle was unimpressed by the surfers.  

H. The surfers looked fit and suntanned.  
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LESSON 2. TITLE – Q3 Language Analysis 

 
Remember, the sources are printed on pages 4 and 5. You will need to refer to these throughout the lesson.  
 
Remember, a help mat is available on page 2.  
 
 
 
Task 1: Underline the key words 
 

3. You now need to refer only to Source B from lines 18 to 25.  

How does the writer use language to describe the surfers and the sea?         

                   [12 marks] 

Answers can be found at the end of the document.  

 

Task 2: Preparing the question 
 

• Draw a mark or box around the relevant section of the relevant source.  
 

• Actively read the source with the question focus in mind and highlight three or four powerful phrases 
that you could use to answer the question.  

 

Answers can be found at the end of the document.  

 

Task 3: Writing an analytical paragraph 
 

 

Bird describes the power of the sea when he uses the metaphor 

‘towering white crest’. This suggests that the wave is growing in stature 

as it builds consequently dwarfing the surfers. It appears like a mighty 

beast above them, potentially acting as a threatening force trying to 

intimidate them. The adjective ‘towering’ indicates that it looms over 

them, like an omnipotent or God-like being demonstrating the sheer 

strength and dominance it possesses over human life.  

 

Use the phrasing of the question to begin your answer. Make a 
statement that addresses how the surfers/sea is portrayed. 

terminology (if you 
can) and a well-
selected quotation 

Explanation 
of how the 
quote 
supports the 
point. More 
than one 
sentence if 
possible.  

Analysis (zoom in) on 
an effective piece of 
language. Link back to 
the point.  
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Writing an analytical paragraph (continued).  
 
 
Use the model to help you. Have a go at writing your own response to this question. 
  
In an exam, you should spend no more than 15 minutes on this question.  
 
Aim to write three paragraphs in total.  
 
Feel like you need further support? Use page 2 and look at the sentence starters for Q3.  
 
 
Task 4: Reviewing  
 
Look back at your response and colour code (if possible) where you have demonstrated:  
 

• A clear point that uses the phrasing of the question: Bird describes the sea/the surfers as…  
• A quote (from the relevant section of text)  
• An explanation about what the quote means and how it supports your point. Even better if you have 

managed more than one sentence.  
• Analysis of language where you select a powerful/effective word/phrase from the original quote and 

unpick (further) why it is effective. Even better if you can manage to say three different ideas about the 
word/phrase chosen for analysis.  

• Linked back to the focus of the question.  
 
 
Could you make any improvements to what you had written?  
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LESSON 3. TITLE – Q2 – Summarising and Inferring 

 
Task 1: Reading 
  
Q2 requires you to read through both sources in their entirety.  
 
Before reading the sources, look at the question focus and underline the focus of the question. Then, read the 
sources. 
 

2. You need to refer to Source A and Source B for this question.  

Both sources describe the types of board used for surfing.  

Use details from both sources to write a summary of what you understand about the different boards used by 
the surfers.  

[8 marks] 

 

 

 
Task 2: Inferring (reading between the lines) 
 
Use the following questions to guide you to make inferences about the surfboards in each source.  
 
An inference is ‘reading between the lines’. It is not stating facts (such as the boards are shorter in Source B 
than in Source A).  
 
Source A:  
 

• How do people feel towards their surfboards if someone was reported to ‘drag’ the board? 
• How many different types of boards are there (size/materials)? What might this tell you about the 

availability of surfboards, and why might this be?  
• The much ‘lighter and much better balsa wood boards were just starting to appear’. What does this tell 

you about technology and popularity of surfboards/surfing?  
 
Source B:  

• The board is made out of a ‘tough plank’. Why might this be?  
• How do the Hawaiian people feel about their surfboards? Clue: line 4 and 5.  
• What does line 6-7 tell you about the importance of surfboards to these people’s lives?  
• How are they made (line 9) and what could you presume about how they appear?  
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Task 3: Read the example Q2.  
 
As you read, underline where the student displays inference.  

 

Question reminder: Use details from both sources to write a summary of what you understand about the 
different boards used by the surfers.  

 
 

In Source A, one individual is described to ‘drag’ the board. This implies that in the 1950s, 

people demonstrated much less care towards the boards. The boards, to the surfers, were 

simply there to serve a purpose – to give them the ability to surf. This is in stark contrast to 

Source B where Bird writes about how the boards are ‘well-oiled and cared for’. This shows 

that the Hawaiian surfers have a sense of adoration for their boards; they cherish and respect 

them. To them, they want to keep them in pristine condition and show them far more respect 

than in the 1950s. This may be because the Hawaiian surfers had to hand-craft their boards (as 

opposed to buying them ready-made from a retailer).  

 
 
Task 4: Have a go at your own.  
 
Use the answer pages to check your ideas for the inference questions. Then, have a go at 
completing another paragraph (similar to the one above).  
 
Feel like you need further support? Use page 2 and look at the sentence starters for Q2.  
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LESSON 4. TITLE – Q4 - Planning 

 
Task 1: TAP 
  
Question 4 is assessing your ability to understand writers’ perspectives, their attitudes, and 
feelings towards a certain subject or theme. Firstly, it’s useful to work out the TAP of a text.  
 
This stands for:  

• Type: What is it?  

• Audience: Who do you think the text is aimed at?  

• Purpose: Why has it been written?  

 

 
 
Read the context box (above) for Source A and look at the example answers for TAP:  
 

• Type: What is it? An autobiography written by Mike Doyle, a professional surfer.  

• Audience: Who do you think the text is aimed at? The text is likely to be aimed at people 

who are interested in surfing as a sport or fans of Doyle.  

• Purpose: Why has it been written? To inform the audience about his inspiration and his 

path to success, and possibly to entertain.  

 
  

Read the context box (above) for Source B. Work out the TAP for the text.  
 

Answers are at the end of the document.  
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TASK 2: Planning Q4 response.  

 

The question is:  

4. For this question, you need to refer to the whole of Source A, together with the whole of Source B.  

Compare how the writers convey their different perspectives on surfing.  

  In your answer, you could:  

• compare their different perspectives and feelings  
• compare the methods the writers use to convey their different perspectives and feelings  
• support your response with references to both texts.  

              [16 marks] 

A way of planning Q4 is to think carefully about how the writers feel about the topic (of surfing 

in this case) throughout the source.  

Complete the table below to fill in how Doyle and Bird feel about their experience of surfing 
in their writing. You could underline the most powerful word/phrase from the quotation (in 
preparation for analysis when you write up your response in the next lesson). The first one has 
been done for you:  

Source A: 

FEELING QUOTATION 

Spellbound / 

inspired / 

captivated 

  “saw these bronzed gods, all in incredibly good shape, happier 

and healthier than anybody I’d ever seen…” 

Eager “I began  …. 

 

 

 

“I pestered him…” 

Fearful 

 

 

 

Even though the Source ended negatively, it’s important to remember the influence that 

Doyle’s first experience of surfing had on him. What did he become when he was older?  
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Source B: 

FEELING QUOTATION 

   “exciting pastime, and in rough sea requires immense nerve.” 

And “blessed in a simple ritual.” 

Awe  

 

 

 

“just as one expected to see them dashed to pieces…” 

Envious (of the 

lifestyle and beauty 

of the place) / 

somewhat 

captivated 

 

 

 

How does the fear in Source B compare with the fear in Source A?   
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LESSON 5. TITLE – Responding to Q4 

 

Task 1: Read the example paragraphs  
 
Here is a reminder of the question:  
For this question, you need to refer to the whole of Source A, together with the whole of Source B.  

Compare how the writers convey their different perspectives on surfing.  

  In your answer, you could:  

• compare their different perspectives and feelings  
• compare the methods the writers use to convey their different perspectives and feelings  
• support your response with references to both texts.  

              [16 marks] 

In Source A, Doyle describes the awe he felt associated with seeing surfers for the first time. He uses the 
metaphors ‘bronzed gods’ in ‘incredibly good shape.’ Here, this quote emphasises how captivated he was 
by the surfers and the sport itself. It implies how he felt as if the surfers were elite beings, the word ‘gods’ 
suggest that they were idols worthy of worship. When he viewed surfing for the first time, he was so 
mesmerised that it’s as if surfing became his religion. Doyle was so inspired by the surfers and the sport 
that it became his ambition to, one day, become one of these ‘bronzed gods’ himself.  

Similarly, Bird also felt some awe towards surfing when she witnessed it for the first time. She described 
how they would ride ‘majestically’ and that they were ‘daring…athletes’. The word ‘majestically’ 
demonstrates that they perform the sport with grace and poise, like a powerful monarch; they are able to 
command the sea. This is what she is in awe of, though, unlike Doyle, she is a little fearful of the sport. This 
is exemplified in ‘daring’. Bird may have thought that surfing, albeit an adrenaline-inducing sport, was a 
little dangerous. Lastly, she suggests that the surfers are ‘athletes’ and though she is in awe of their 
performance and the fact that they appear to be professionals, her awe doesn’t seem to express the same 
level of admiration as Doyle since he refers to the surfers as a mightier being.  

 

Now, try to identify where the student demonstrates the following skills:  

 

• Writer’s feeling is made explicit in Source A and Source B 

• Well-selected quotation  

• Explained how the quotation supports the feeling 

• Analysis evident (zooming in on powerful words/phrases) 

• A link (or reference to) relevant TAP information 

• Comparative word to link to Source B or comparing the texts.  

Answers can be found at the end of the document.   
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Task 2: Using the model, write the next two – four paragraphs.  
 

. Use the planning grid from yesterday’s lesson to help you with quotations and feelings.  

 

Feel like you need further support? Use page 2 and look at the sentence starters for Q4. 

 

 

 

Task 3: Review your Q4. 
 

Use the bullet-point list to check your response.  
 
Were you able to include each of the skills?  
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LESSON 6. TITLE – Section B – Writing to present a viewpoint 

 

LO: To understand typical conventions of text types and to identify key features.  

 

In the GCSE exam, you will be asked to complete some extended writing in which you 

present your viewpoint on a particular topic for debate. It’s expected that you complete an 

introduction, around four paragraphs of argument, and a concluding paragraph. You will have 

45 minutes to complete Section B. You will be asked to write your argument in the form of: a 

letter, an article, a speech, the text for an essay, or the text for a leaflet.  

 
Task 1: What a ‘good one’ looks like 
 

We have included two examples of ‘top-level’ student responses taken from real GCSE 
papers. The first is a speech and the second is a letter.  

 A good speech should acknowledge the audience.  
 
• Can you identify moments where the audience is acknowledged or spoken to by the speaker?  

 
All well-written viewpoint pieces should include ambitious and sophisticated vocabulary. 

• Can you highlight at least three examples of strong vocabulary?  
(Challenge: Can you add an adjective of your own into the letter to improve their description?) 

 
All well-written viewpoint pieces will demonstrate a strong understanding of their audience (who the 
piece is aimed at). 

• Can you identify moments where the writer makes it clear that they are writing for students? 
 What sort of ideas do they include? 
 

Ext: All well-written viewpoint pieces should be well structured.  
• How has the student structured their argument? Consider how the use of repetition, how they 

begin their paragraphs, how they use a rhetorical question (and answer it), and the effect of the 
conclusion? Why is this particular conclusion effective?  

 

‘Education is not just about which school you go to, or what qualifications you gain; it is also about what 
you learn from your experiences outside of school.’ 

Write a speech for your school or college Leavers’ Day to explain what you think makes a good 
education.  

 [24 marks for content and organisation 16 marks for technical accuracy] 



17 
 

 

 
Which of the following techniques did the student use effectively? How is it effective? 
 

� Direct address (using ‘you’ to address the 
audience)  

� Repetition 
� Imperatives (command/instruction 

sentences) 
� Varied sentence types (including rhetorical 

questions) 

� Anecdotes/examples 
� Emotive language 
� Facts and/or statistics 
� Varied sentence lengths 
� Metaphor/Figurative language 
� Rule of three 
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 A good letter should use an appropriate greeting (eg. Dear Sir/Madam…) and ‘sign off’ (Yours 
sincerely/Yours faithfully).  

 
• Can you identify moments where the writer has used the appropriate form for a letter?  

 
All well-written viewpoint pieces should include ambitious and sophisticated vocabulary. 

• Can you highlight at least three examples of strong vocabulary?  
(Challenge: Can you add an adjective of your own into the letter to improve their description?) 

 
All well-written viewpoint pieces will demonstrate a strong understanding of their audience (who the 
piece is aimed at). 

• Can you identify moments where the writer makes it clear that they are writing for students? 
 What sort of ideas do they include? 
 

‘Cars are noisy, dirty and smelly and downright dangerous. They should be banned from all town and city 
centres, allowing people to walk and cycle in peace.’ 

Write a letter to your Minister of Transport arguing your point of view on this statement. 

 [24 marks for content and organisation 16 marks for technical accuracy] 
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Ext: All well-written viewpoint pieces should be well structured.  
• How has the student structured their argument? Consider how the use of repetition, how they 

begin their paragraphs, how they use a rhetorical question (and answer it), and the effect of the 
conclusion? Why is this particular conclusion effective?  

 
 
Which of the following techniques did the student use effectively? How is it effective? 
 

� Direct address (using ‘you’ to address the 
audience)  

� Repetition 
� Imperatives (command/instruction 

sentences) 
� Varied sentence types (including rhetorical 

questions) 

� Anecdotes/examples 
� Emotive language 
� Facts and/or statistics 
� Varied sentence lengths 
� Metaphor/Figurative language 
� Rule of three 
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LESSON 7. TITLE – Planning Q5 

 
In this lesson, you will be planning your response for the following question:  
 

‘All sport should be fun, fair and open to everyone. These days, sport seems to be more about money, 
corruption and winning at any cost.’  

Write an article for a newspaper in which you explain your point of view on this statement.  

[40 marks] 

 
Task 1: Read through the following example of an article 
 
Here is an example of a real article (published on The Guardian’s website) that engages with 
the theme of drugs in sport. It may help you with ideas when you come to plan your own 
article.  
 
 
A good article should use an appropriate headline for the task.   
 
 
As you are reading, identify and comment on the effect of:  
 

� Features of an article (eg. Headline) 
� What is the writer’s viewpoint? How do they make this clear? 
� he opening sentence 
� Varied sentence types (including rhetorical questions) 
� Ambitious vocabulary 
� The final paragraph to close the argument 
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The Guardian view on drugs in sport: a deep corruption 
Editorial 
A devastating report from a parliamentary select committee shows a culture of studied evasion 
around the abuse of performance-enhancing substances in professional sport 

Mon 5 Mar 2018 18.14 GMT 
What is the point of sport? The recent death of Sir Roger Bannister, who ran the world’s first four-
minute mile in 1954 while he was a medical student training in his time off, suggested one answer. 
The publication two days later of a devastating report into doping in cycling and athletics by a 
parliamentary select committee suggests a rather different one. Sebastian Coe, a Conservative peer 
who had held, as a professional, the world mile record that had once been Bannister’s, gave a dismal 
showing in his testimony about his time in the International Association of Athletics Federations. 
Before becoming president Lord Coe was vice-president for eight years, a period in which one of the 
then president’s sons was, the IAAF said, taking bribes to expunge the records of failed drug tests on 
Russian athletes. He told the committee that he was aware only in the vaguest terms of suspicions 
about the organised, industrial-scale doping of Russian athletes, and the possible involvement of the 
president. Later an email came to light showing him forwarding detailed allegations from a 
whistleblower to the head of the Federation’s ethics committee (a body that does in fact exist) 
although he says he never read them. The committee observed that his account of his own incuriosity 
about these allegations “stretches credibility”. It further described his reason for not publishing a 
scientific study into the prevalence of doping in athletics as “frankly risible”. 
 
Over in the world of professional cycling, Team Sky, founded to “win clean”, turns out to have had a 
terrible problem with asthma among its athletes. Sir Bradley Wiggins apparently suffered from an 
asthma that could only be treated with a steroid which has the side-effect of allowing endurance 
athletes to lose fat rapidly while maintaining muscle mass. This is legal provided a doctor has certified 
that the drug is needed to treat the asthma. Body weight is extremely important to road cyclists: when 
Sir Bradley raced in the Olympics on a flat track, he weighed 82kg; competing later over the 
mountains of the Tour de France, he weighed only 72kg. The rigours of training needed to lose so 
much weight from the body of an Olympic athlete can only be imagined. The evidence given to the 
committee – as well as the refusal of the team’s then doctor to clarify one vital point – suggest that 
when Sir Bradley won the Tour de France in 2012 he may have been treated with this steroid at a time 
when he had applied for, but not yet received, the necessary certificate of exemption. Since the 
records have been lost, if they ever existed, we will never be sure. Sir Bradley strongly denies any 
wrongdoing. 
 
Performance-enhancing drugs in sport need to be suppressed for three reasons. They can damage an 
athlete’s physical health, especially important when their bodies are still growing. Once past a certain 
threshold, they corrupt the whole sport, as happened with professional cycling in the 90s, when no 
one who did not cheat stood a chance of winning. Perhaps worst of all, they make it seem that the 
only point of competing is to win. This is a hugely damaging attitude, although it permeates almost all 
professional and televised sports, where the financial rewards for winners can be quite grotesque. 
Yet sport has moral or mental benefits as well as physical ones. That’s why the state should encourage 
mass participation, and most of the people who do that will never be champions. They need to be 
taught to want to win and how to lose gracefully. Coping with failure while reaching for success 
means our role models should not be cyclists, or track athletes, but the England football team. 

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/editorial
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2018/mar/04/roger-bannister-gentleman-almost-never-ran-race-defined-him
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmcumeds/366/366.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2018/mar/05/sebastian-coe-inquiry-russia-doping
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2016/jan/07/iaaf-bans-four-officials-doping-papa-massata-diack
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2018/mar/05/team-sky-report-david-brailsford-inquiry
http://www.cyclingweekly.com/news/racing/olympics/bradley-wiggins-gains-over-11kg-as-he-prepares-for-olympic-team-pursuit-205328
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Task 2: Planning 
 

‘All sport should be fun, fair and open to everyone. These days, sport seems to be more about money, 
corruption and winning at any cost.’  

Write an article for a newspaper in which you explain your point of view on this statement.  

[40 marks] 

Thinking Points: 

- Highlight, underline, or write out the key words in the statement.  
Do you agree that sport seems to be more about the ‘money’ and ‘corruption’ so that 
people can ‘win at any cost’? 
 

- What type of text is the question asking you to create? (Speech/Article/Letter) 
Therefore, what does your writing need? (Look at the example for helpful layout tips.) 
 
 

- In your plan think of reasons why you agree or disagree with the statement. Aim to 
come up with four lines of argument to support your viewpoint.  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plan  
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LESSON 8. TITLE – Q5 response 

 
Using your plan from the previous lesson, write your answer. In an exam, you would have 45 minutes to 
answer this question.  
 

‘All sport should be fun, fair and open to everyone. These days, sport seems to be more about money, 
corruption and winning at any cost.’  

Write an article for a newspaper in which you explain your point of view on this statement.  

[40 marks] 

 

 

Feedback Task: 

We expect you to upload your work for this lesson onto ClassCharts if you complete it 
electronically or upon your return, give your written response to your teacher.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Help  

 

MONEY AND CORRUPTION TAKE THE GOLD IN SPORT 

 

Some people say that sport is all about…  

Sport should be… 

What is the point of sport? …  

It is clear that sport has become…  

Nowadays, it seems…  

Sports such as … have to… 

Overall, it must be…. 
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ANSWERS 
 

LESSON 1 
 
 
Task 1:  
 

1. Section A is the ‘Reading Section’. How many sources will you need to read? Two 

2. How many questions are in Section A? Four 

3. How long should you spend on Section A? 1 hour (1 hour 10 mins with extra time) 

4. In what order should you complete questions 1 to 4? 1, 3, 2, 4 (because Q1 and Q3 are only about one 

source) 

5. In Q1 you will need to mark true statements. How many true statements will you need to mark? Four 

6. What skill is Q3 assessing? Language Analysis 

7. How many sources will you need to refer to in Q2? Two 

8. What is the main skill(s) of Q2? Summarising and inferring. 

9. Fill in the blanks for a typical Q4: __________ how the writers convey their different __________... 

Compare   and    perspectives/attitudes/ideas 

10. In Section B you will need to write something to express your viewpoint. What sort of text might you 

have to create? Letter / Article / Speech / Essay / Leaflet. Note: the last two are less common.  

 
 
 
 
Task 3: Exam Paper – June 2018 
 
 

• What do you learn about Source A?  

Source A is the modern text and is an 

autobiography.  

• What do you learn about Source B?  

Source B is the older text and is a letter 

(possibly from Hawaii or from someone 

who has visited Hawaii).  
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Task 4: Question 1 
 

A    C    D    H    are the true statements.  

 

 
ANSWERS 

 
LESSON 2 
 
Task 1: Underline the key words 
 

3. You now need to refer only to Source B from lines 18 to 25.  

How does the writer use language to describe the surfers and the sea?         

                   [12 marks] 

Task 2: Preparing the question 
Quotations that you may have identified.  

‘rode in majestically’ ; ‘mighty impulse’ ; ‘daring riders’ ; ‘on the verge of engulfment’ ; ‘fierce breaker whose 
towering white crest…’ ; ‘bobbing about like corks’. 
 

 
ANSWERS 

 
LESSON 3 
 
Task 2: Preparing the question 

 
Source A:  
 

• How do people feel towards their surfboards if someone was reported to ‘drag’ the board? 
They are less important, less valuable to them. They don’t show them the same level of respect as in 
Source B. They serve a purpose.  

• How many different types of boards are there (size/materials)? What might this tell you about the 
availability of surfboards, and why might this be?  
Surfing was becoming more popular so surfboards were more readily available and mass-produced. 
This is due to advancements in technology. Having surfboards mass-produced will suggest that they 
were less individual and more standardised.  

• The much ‘lighter and much better balsa wood boards were just starting to appear’. What does this tell 
you about technology and popularity of surfboards/surfing?  
Technology and understanding of effectiveness was improving. Surfing was becoming more popular. 
Surfboards were used for ‘sporting’ purposes now.  
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Source B:  

• The board is made out of a ‘tough plank’. Why might this be?  
Hawaii – island in 1800s. Resources may have had to be more natural due to import/export difficulties. 
The country may also need to rely on natural resources because surfboard were something that they 
created (rather than bought).  

• How do the Hawaiian people feel about their surfboards? Clue: line 4 and 5.  
Pride, love, care for their boards. They create them and enjoy the process of making/looking after 
them. 
What does line 6-7 tell you about the importance of surfboards to these people’s lives?  
Spiritual significance. The boards are part of their culture. They are integral to their way of life.  

• How are they made (line 9) and what could you presume about how they appear?  
Hand-carving reinforces time and care taken to create the board. They would presumably be much 
more individual and unique to each surfer.  
 

 
ANSWERS 

 
 
LESSON 4  
 

 
TASK 1:  
 

• Type: What is it? A letter written by Bird (having travelled to Hawaii). 

• Audience: Who do you think the text is aimed at? Her sister – it is a private letter.   

• Purpose: Why has it been written? To inform her sister about the culture in Hawaii 

(which was probably a place where not many British citizens had visited during the 

1800s). In addition to this, surfing (or surf-bathing) was completely unheard of in Britain. 
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Source A: 

FEELING QUOTATION 

Spellbound / 

inspired / 

captivated 

  “saw these bronzed gods, all in incredibly good shape, happier 

and healthier than anybody I’d ever seen…” 

Eager “I began plotting my chance to try it.” 

 

Eager 

 

“I pestered him…” 

Fearful 

 

“Completely panicked.” “jumped out in front of the 

board…dragged myself…lay there groaning.” 

 

Even though the Source ended negatively, it’s important to remember the influence that 

Doyle’s first experience of surfing had on him. What did he become when he was older?  

This moment, arguably, defined the course of his life – he became a professional surfer.  

Source B: 

FEELING QUOTATION 

Intrigued / 

Interested in the 

culture.  

  “exciting pastime, and in rough sea requires immense nerve.” 

And “blessed in a simple ritual.” 

Awe  Lines 18 – 25. Lots of ‘good’ quotes from Q3.  

 

Fearful 

 

“just as one expected to see them dashed to pieces…” 

Envious (of the 

lifestyle and beauty 

of the place) 

“so blue…so soft…so sweet.” 

“enchanted shores.” 
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How does the fear in Source B compare with the fear in Source A?   

Doyle’s fear inspired him to try surfing again.  

Bird’s fear may have been due to the fact that she hadn’t seen or experienced anything like 

this before.  

Doyle experiences surfing personally.  

Bird is a spectator and fears for the safety of the others.  

 

ANSWERS 
 
LESSON 5  
 

 
TASK 1:

 
In Source A, Doyle describes the awe he felt associated with seeing surfers for the first 
time. He uses the metaphors ‘bronzed gods’ in ‘incredibly good shape.’ Here, this quote 
emphasises how captivated he was by the surfers and the sport itself. It implies how he 
felt as if the surfers were elite beings, the word ‘gods’ suggest that they were idols 
worthy of worship. When he viewed surfing for the first time, he was so mesmerised 
that it’s as if surfing became his religion. Doyle was so inspired by the surfers and the 
sport that it became his ambition to, one day, become one of these ‘bronzed gods’ 
himself.  

Similarly, Bird also felt some awe towards surfing when she witnessed it for the first 
time. She described how they would ride ‘majestically’ and that they were 
‘daring…athletes’. The word ‘majestically’ demonstrates that they perform the sport 
with grace and poise, like a powerful monarch; they are able to command the sea. This is 
what she is in awe of, though, unlike Doyle, she is a little fearful of the sport. This is 
exemplified in ‘daring’. Bird may have thought that surfing, albeit an adrenaline-inducing 
sport, was a little dangerous. Lastly, she suggests that the surfers are ‘athletes’ and 
though she is in awe of their performance and the fact that they appear to be 
professionals, her awe doesn’t seem to express the same level of admiration as Doyle 
since he refers to the surfers as a mightier being.  
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Now, try to identify where the student demonstrates the following skills:  

 

• Writer’s feeling is made explicit in Source A and Source B 

• Well-selected quotation  

• Explained how the quotation supports the feeling 

• Analysis evident (zooming in on powerful words/phrases) 

• A link (or reference to) relevant TAP information 

• Comparative word to link to Source B or comparing the texts 
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