
Knowledge organiser: What has caused conflict in the 20th Century? 
 

The 20th century was one of the most violent 
centuries in history. Political ideas such as fascism 
and communism led to tension and outright war. 

Chronology: what happened on these dates? Vocabulary: define these words. 

7th November 
1917 

The Bolsheviks seize power in Russia, 
founding the world’s first communist country. 

Communism 
All wealth is shared equally. 
There is no private property 
or land ownership. 

Summarise your learning 
30th January 

1933 

Adolf Hitler becomes the Chancellor of 
Germany. He later destroys all opposition to 
become the undisputed dictator of Germany. 

Bolsheviks 
Communist party that seized 
power in Russia in 1917. 

Topic 1: 
Communism 

and the 
Russian 

Revolution 

The Bolsheviks seize power in 
Russia and create the world’s first 
communist country. 

7th December 
1941 

The Japanese launched a surprise attack on 
the US Naval Fleet stationed at Pearl 
Harbour.  

Soviet Union 

The name given to 
communist Russia and its 
satellites. A ‘soviet’ is a 
worker’s council. 

August 6th/9th 
1945 

The USA drops nuclear bombs on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, ending the Second World War 
but introducing the nuclear age. 

Fascism 
Extreme right-wing political 
idea which prefers to be led 
by a militaristic dictatorship. Topic 2: 

Fascism and 
Nazi 

Germany 

Fascist ideas grew after 1918 and 
helped to cause the Second World 
War. 

 

Lebensraum 
‘Living space’ or land needed 
for the growing German 
population. 

Kamikaze 
Japanese pilots who 
deliberately crashed their 
aircraft into their targets. 

Topic 3: 
The bombing 
of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki 

In August 1945, the USA dropped 
two nuclear bombs onto Japan, 
ending the Second World War but 
causing huge controversy. 
 

Who or what were these people/events? 

 

Joseph Stalin Became the leader of the USSR in 1924. 

 

Communists 
They believed that society would be improved 
by staging a revolution, seizing all property, 
and sharing it out amongst everyone. 

Nazis 
Extreme right-wing political party led by Adolf 
Hitler; controlled Germany in 1933–45. 

Adolf Hitler 
A German politician and leader of the Nazi 
Party. He rose to power as the chancellor of 
Germany in 1933 and then as Führer in 1934. 

Pearl Harbour 

A surprise, pre-emptive military strike by the 
Imperial Japanese Navy Air Service upon the 
United States against the naval base at Pearl 
Harbour in Honolulu, Hawaii. 
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