Knowledge Organiser: How did the Industrial Revolution Transform Britain?

Topic Summary:

This topic investigates the transformative impact of the Industrial Revolution. You will learn about how Britain
changed from an agrarian society farming the land to the worlds first truly industrial power harnessing the power of
steam. This brought huge wealth to a few but resulted in poorer living and working conditions for many. You will
ultimately decide the main way that Britain was transformed by the Revolution. Our second order concept is

Consequence.

Key Dates:

1769 - James Watt
patents his improved
steam engine.

1711 - Richard
Arkwright opens the
first textile factory in

Derbyshire.

Key People:

1825 - Stockton to
Darlington Railway
opens, the world's
first public railway.

1834 - Poor Law
Amendment Act

introduces

workhouses for the

poor

1848 - Public Health
Act is introduced
following Edwin

Chadwick’s report.

22" January 1901 - Death
of Queen Victoria

1888 —The
Matchgirls' Strike
takes place

Vocabulary:

Richard Arkwright

Invented the water frame, a
machine that made spinning
thread faster. He built the first
factories, helping start the
Industrial Revolution.

Industrialisation
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The process of changing from handmade goods
to machine production in factories.

Urbanisation
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The growth of cities as people moved from rural
areas to work in factories.

James Watt

Improved the steam engine,
making it more powerful and
efficient. This helped factories,
transport, and industry grow
during the Industrial
Revolution.

Factory System
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A new way of working where people and
machines were brought together to mass-
produce goods.

Steam Engine a
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A machine improved by James Watt, used to
power factories, trains, and ships.

Edwin Chadwick

Helped improve public health
in Victorian Britain. His 1842
report showed how poor
sanitation caused disease,
leading to better sewers and
cleaner cities.

Textile Industry

The production of cloth and fabric, which grew
rapidly with new inventions like the spinning
jenny and water frame.
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Child Labour The use of children to work in factories, mines,
and mills for low pay in dangerous conditions.
Public Health Concerns about poor sanitation and disease in

s
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cities.

Annie Beasant
Campaigned for workers'
rights and women's rights.
She supported the 1888
matchgirls' strike to get
better pay and working
conditions.

Laissez-Faire
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The belief that the government should not
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HegEll | interfere with peoples lives, to “leave be”.
Transport e The development of railways, canals, and roads,
Revolution oo | improving the movement of goods and people.

- A place where poor people were sent to live and
Workhouse

work if they couldn’t support themselves.




Lesson 1:

The Industrial Revolution was a period of rapid economic and technological change (c.1750-

What was the _ _ o ] o o

Industrial 1900). It saw the shift from agrarian societies to industrialised cities, powered by steam
Revolution? engines, mechanised factories, and mass production, transforming work and daily life.
Lesson 2: Why ] o ) )

Did Industry Before industrialisation, goods were made at home in the domestic system. The factory
Move from system replaced this, using machines in large mills powered by steam or water, leading to
Cottages to ) o ] .

Factories? mass production, urbanisation, and poor working conditions.

Lesson 3: Blood,
Sweat, and
Machines: How
Tough Was
Factory Life?

Factories were dangerous, overcrowded, and poorly ventilated. Long hours, low wages, child
labour, and frequent accidents were common. Workers, especially women and children,

endured harsh discipline, while factory owners prioritised profit over safety and welfare.

Lesson 4: How
Did the Match
Girls Strike

Spark Change?

The Match Girls” Strike of 1888 was a pivotal protest against poor pay, long hours, and
exposure to toxic phosphorus. Their successful strike gained public support, leading to

improved factory conditions and inspiring future workers’ rights movements.

Lesson 5: How

Innovations in transport, including canals, turnpike roads, steam railways, and iron ships,

Did Road, Rail

and Waterways revolutionised trade and communication. The expansion of railways, led by figures like
Transform

Travel? George Stephenson, facilitated the movement of goods, people, and industrial growth.
Lesson 6: Why Industrial cities grew rapidly, leading to overcrowded slums, poor sanitation, and disease

Were Industrial
Cities So Filthy
and Deadly?

outbreaks. Many families lived in cramped, damp back-to-back houses with limited clean

water. Cholera, typhoid, and tuberculosis were common due to unhygienic conditions.

Lesson 7: Was
the Workhouse
a Safety Net or
a Nightmare?

Workhouses housed the poorest in society under harsh conditions. Inmates faced gruelling
labour, strict discipline, meagre food, and family separation. Designed to deter poverty, they

symbolised society’s harsh treatment of the unemployed and destitute.

Lesson 8:
Enquiry
Outcome

Pupils will evaluate the impact of industrialisation on Britain, considering economic growth,
technological progress, and social consequences. They will complete a consequence diagram

aiming to make links between the different consequences.
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2 Steamn
pushes piston |
up in cylinder. /

WWheel attached to belts that drive factory machines.

3 Steam removed here,
which lets piston drop down.

4 ‘Sun-and-
planet’ gears
change the
wvertical
motion into a
circular one
— which turns
| the wheel.




W B The birth of a town.

Transport . Shops, services
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Builders, carpenters, labourers, engineers, drivers, shopkeepers, craftspeople
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What do historians say? How can | find out more?
David S. Landes, Technological Change and Industrial Podcast: The rest is History

. Development in Western Europe Industrial Revolution

The Unbound
Prometheus

jal "The Industrial Revolution was above all a revolution in
technology; as such, it transformed the productive
capacity of society. In the eighteenth century, a series of
inventions transformed the manufacture of cotton in
England and gave rise to a new mode of production—the
factory system. The introduction of new machinery and
techniques not only increased productivity but also
altered the social and economic landscape, leading to

DAVID S. LANDES

urbanisation and the development of new social classes.” Documentaries:

Neil Smelser, Social Change in the Industrial Revolution * Could You Survive as a
Victorian Factory Worker?

"The Industrial Revolution brought about significant shifts (YouTube — History Hit)

in the family division of labour, as economic demands led * Industrial Revelations

to the employment of women and children in factories, (Discovery Online)

altering traditional family roles and dynamics." * The Industrial Revolution

(Amazon Prime Video)
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