
Key Concepts Key Vocabulary

Concept 1: Water on the move Infiltration- When water moves from the 
surface of the ground into the soil beneath

Percolation- When water moves from the soil 
layer to the bedrock beneath

Surface Run-off- Water flowing downhill over 
the surface

Interception- precipitation which is prevented 
from hitting the ground by plants and trees 

Confluence- the point where two rivers meet 
and merge 

Tributary- A smaller river that joins a larger 
river

Water Shed- The dividing line between two 
drainage basins

Concept 2: River course and processes Attrition- When rocks bang together and 
break up 

Abrasion- When rocks rub against the 
banks and bed wearing it away

Hydraulic Action- the force of the water 
combined with air bubbles being forced 
into cracks breaking the banks up 

Traction- Rocks rolling along the river 
bed 

Saltation- Particles bouncing along the 
river bed 

Suspension- Particles carried by the river 
that are held in the water

Concept 3: upper course features Plunge pool- A deep hollow created 
by erosion at the base of a waterfall 

Back wall- The back of a waterfall 

Erosion- Where sediment and the 
river banks/bed in the river are 
broken down into smaller pieces or 
worn away

Transportation- Sediment that has 
been moved downstream by the river

Less resistant rock – a rock which can 
be more easily broken down than its 
neighbouring rocks 

Undercuts- to cut or wear away the 
below or under a rock/cliff 

Rivers & their importance (Pg 1)

Water moves  around our 
planet as part of the 
hydrological cycle (see previous 
KO). When it precipitates water 
lands in a drainage basin and 
has several ways it can return 
back to a body of water (sea or 
Ocean). 

The river is comprised of 
multiple streams and rivers 
which all converge to form one 
large river in the drainage basin 
which exits into a body of 
water usually the sea 

Upper Course

At its source the river is small and the surrounding ground is high up. In the river 
cuts down through the land shape to form A V -shaped valley. Rocks carried in 
this part of the river can be large and this material can help form waterfalls and 
gorges

Middle Course

The river gradient soon becomes flatter and the river begins to form loops on the 
valley floor called Meanders. which can sometimes lead to Ox-bow Lakes.  In the 
middle course the river is wider than the upper course. The flat land in the middle 
and lower course can result in Flooding which is a natural hazard. 

Lower Course

The river widens in the lower course and can form an estuary. The River at this 
point is Wider than other parts of the river. Where the river becomes deeper 
Industry can take place. By the time the river reaches the mouth material carried 
by the river is Small



Key Concepts Key Vocabulary

Concept 4: Flooding

Flooding appears to only have negatives, but for many areas flooding 
has provided opportunities for areas to develop. The two areas we 
have looked at are Bangladesh and the Okavango delta. 

Displaced- when a person is forced 
out of an area for reasons not in their 
control

Flood- an overflow of a large 
amount of water beyond its 
normal limits, especially over 
what is normally dry land

Social- an impact that has an affect on 
people and the way in which they live

Environmental- an impact which has 
an effect on the natural environment 

Infrastructure- structures needed for 
society to function- Roads, Railways, 
power supply, water supply 

Concept 5: The importance of Rivers- 3 gorges dam

Without the Yangtze river the 3 gorges dam would not have been 
constructed. The river has provided an opportunity for China to 
develop at a cost. 

Dam- A dam is any barrier that holds 
back water

Reservoir- a man-made lake that is 
primarily used for storing water

Economic- An impact which affects 
how people/country makes money

Investment- To put money into a 
project with the hope of it generating 
more money in the future

Recreation- Activities done for 
enjoyment, EG water sports, fishing, 
cycling, skydiving

Test Yourself: PEEL Paragraphs

Rivers & their importance (Pg2)

Give one way in 
which rivers 
transport 
material? 

Give one 
Economic 
Disadvantage to 
building a dam

Why are rivers 
important?

Why is flooding 
bad? Use an 
example

Why does 
flooding bring 
opportunities?

Superstar Q
Suggest why 
some countries 
are affected 
more by 
flooding. (use 2 
PEEL 
paragraphs) 

Give an 
advantage to 
building a Dam? 

Give one 
environmental
advantage to 
flooding.

Advantages Disadvantages

1. Provides Nutrients
for crops

2. Can help improve an 
ecosystem

3. Provides Tourism 
opportunities

1. Can cause loss of life 
or displacement

2. Can damage 
infrastructure

3. Can spread disease

Letters What do I need to do
P-

Point
Make a point that helps 
answer the question

E-
Evidence

Provide some evidence that 
supports your point

E-
Explanatio

n

Explain how your point 
answers the question 

L-
Link

Link your answer back to the 
question
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