
MEADOWHEAD
          COMMUNITY LEARNING TRUST

●  Raise aspirations

Working together to:

●  Improve achievement

●  Provide opportunities

The Meadowhead Community
Learning Trust (MCLT)

The MCLT was established in July 2009 by
Meadowhead School, 6 education and 3 local
business partners, and was the first of its kind
in Sheffield. The aim of our charitable trust is
to work together to improve the education, enrichment and career pathways for 4000 learners aged
3-19 in the Meadowhead area, regardless of their background or academic ability. The formation of
our Trust was also key to facilitating Meadowhead School’s partnership with Sheffield College to
provide Post 16 education from 2010, and to the school gaining 11-18 status in 2013. We were
delighted to support the opening of Meadowhead’s new £2.4 million Sixth Form Centre in November
2017, which will provide much needed specialist accommodation for the successful expanding Sixth
Form at Meadowhead.



Our ‘Meadowhead Community Learning Trust choir fundraiser, entertained packed audiences on 2 nights in April 2017 for
our 7th annual MCLT concert. 150 students from 6 primary schools and Meadowhead sang their hearts out, performing
individual and joint songs from famous Musicals such as Grease, Wizard of Oz, Aladdin, Mary Poppins and Oliver. This event
is a fantastic celebration of our Trust community of schools and businesses coming together to have fun and raise funds for
other MCLT projects like the ones highlighted in this newsletter.

Annual Trust Choral Concert

Meadowhead Bakeoff
For the 4th year running, the ‘Meadowhead Bake off’ competition, sponsored by Trust partner
Double Tree (Vine Hotels) has delighted us with tasty cookies and cakes.
Year 7 students were given the task of designing and baking a cookie with an interesting
flavour. Each week a Star Baker was awarded by the Double Tree hotel Chef, the prize being a
Sunday Lunch for their family at the Doubletree. A 2nd place was awarded with a tin of cookies
baked by the chef, plus two runners-up each week.  Star bakers and runners-up competed
against each other in the final in July, creating six cupcakes with a summer time theme.
The standard of baking and decorating was extremely high and ideas were really innovative.  It
gave the judges some tough decisions to make, but after much deliberation, the prizes were awarded to Arzoo for Overall
Star Baker 2017 and to Leo as Runner-up.

The Meadowhead Community
Learning Trust Partnership

Over the past 7 years, MCLT has gone from
strength to strength, growing its membership to
31 business and education partners, who work
collaboratively on innovative educational projects
throughout the academic year.

There are various ways to engage with our
young learners, so please don’t hesitate to get in
touch!

We are showcasing just a few of the exciting projects organised by education and business
partners since MCLT was established, thanks to the support from our members, Erasmus+
European funding, and the generosity of local charitable Trusts: Sheffield Bluecoat and Mount
Pleasant Educational Foundation, Church Burgesses Educational Foundation, The Freshgate Trust
Foundation, Sheffield Grammar School Exhibition Foundation, and May Hearnshaw Charitable
Trust.

OUR PROJECTS



Everyone a Writer
‘Everyone a Writer’ is a creative writing competition sponsored by the MCLT to help inspire young
and adult learners from our wider Meadowhead Community to get writing.
This year’s theme was ‘Being Human’ which provoked a wide range of thoughts on this from 'Our
Emotions', 'Our Imperfections', 'Our Darkness' to 'Our World' and 'Our Bodies'. Finalists read out
their entries to a packed audience of friends and family at the celebration evening in May.
Entries came from all year groups and from adult member of our community, really reminding us
that we can all be writers! Over 90 pieces are published in the annual anthology, now in its 5th year
thanks to this inspirational project supported by our Trust members.

Journalistic Challenge
Sponsored by Trust partner SUFC and money raised by MCLT, this annual joint literacy project,
now in its 6th year, supports Year 6-7 students to act as 'Sports Journalists' for a day, to generate
enthusiasm and inspiration to write for a purpose. Students attend a preparation workshop at
Meadowhead before descending on Bramall Lane at a
Saturday match in the Spring term.

We were super excited to welcome footballer Jake Wright
from Sheffield United to one of the workshops where he enjoyed being quizzed by
students in our own 'press conference'. Our budding young reporters put their
journalistic skills into practice and scribbled notes to turn into a ‘match report’ while they
watched Sheffield United beat Charlton Athletic 2 -1 at Bramall Lane on Saturday 18th
March. Prizes were awarded to the top 3 match day reports written by students from
Bradway, Abbey Lane and Meadowhead Schools.

Family Learning
MCLT also supports family learning programmes, which aim to encourage targeted families to
improve their learning and understanding of certain subjects, and help to close the attainment
gap between students. This year, we ran successful Y7/8 literacy
workshops, and the Great Meadowhead Sewing Bee in the Autumn, and

 in Spring. In May, Y9 families attended a series of 6 weeks of
 to learn about the topics studied in Y10-11, and strategies to support homework and

enrich their learning beyond the classroom.  In Summer, Y7 families enjoyed 3 weeks of
 to develop their culinary skills, teamwork and communication, taking home their main course and tasty dessert each

week to feed the family too – saving parents both time and money!

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths)
Y8 and Y13 ,  and  both hosted by
Trust partner Hallam University, inspired Meadowhead students to think about STEM related career
pathways. University of Sheffield’s Professor Gehring led a special workshop on chemical
engineering as part of national Science Week.

Y10 Aspirations Visits
In spring, over 70 students in Y10 were matched with an employer based on their career
aspirations and visited one of the Trust businesses to get an insight into the company and what it
is like to work there. Students enjoyed meeting with employers at Black Eye Project, Bradway
Primary, Double Tree Hotel, Gripple Ltd, Double Tree Hotel, Henry Boot Construction, Graves
Leisure Centre , Rolls Royce/AMRC,  Whittam Cox Architects, and Yorkshire Bank. After a tour of
their facilities employers took part in a Q&A session with the students discussing the types of
skills and attributes that would be required to work for each company. The project has been a
great success leading to offers of work experience and potential future employment for some
students.

St Luke’s Summer School
In August Meadowhead students took part in a new pilot programme to educate students about
the wide variety of roles, departments and career pathways in the care sector, with a focus on
learning and developing palliative care skills.
Jess in Y11 and Ted in Y12 along with students from other Sheffield schools, enjoyed a packed
week of interactive talks and activities from memory box making and feeding patients to career
talks on hospitality and routes into medicine. It was a great success and the students really
benefited from this amazing experience, helping them with ideas for their future careers.



Careers Talks
Could you inspire a young person
by talking about what you do at
work each day? Students’
understanding of jobs can often
be limited to what they see
around them or in the media. As
a Trust, we want to broaden

students’ horizons and help them discover the range of
interesting and varied jobs available to them. We are
looking for willing volunteers to share their passion for
their job, revealing the highlights, the challenges and
what it takes to be successful in the role. We are looking
for speakers for small groups up to full year group
assemblies, at secondary and primary levels. We will
support you throughout the process and brief you on what
to expect.

CONTACT US

Work Experience (Y10 in July/throughout the year for Sixth Form students)
Could you offer a week’s work placement to our Y10 students? Or perhaps you’d prefer to have a sixth form student spend
some time in your workplace on a more regular basis. With such a large intake, we always need the generosity of the
community to help hundreds of students have a meaningful work-related experience to add to their CV.

`

Jo Silverwood (Trust Manager)
Community Liaison & Communications Manager
Meadowhead School Academy Trust
Telephone 0114 237 2723 ext. 518
silverwoodj@meadowhead.sheffield.sch.uk

Website Trust Partnership details under “Our School” Tab

World of Work and
Enterprise Weeks
These help young people to learn
about jobs, careers and
entrepreneurial skills. We are
looking for inspiring speakers for
assemblies and for lessons; work-

related input in subject lessons; visits to workplaces; or live
industry briefs for students to work on. We are also keen to
hear of any new ideas that could help students understand
the relevance of their studies and provide insight into where
their education might lead them in future.

CAN YOU HELP?
We are always looking to enrich learning opportunities so students are better-
equipped for life beyond school. Can you or someone you know support any of the
work-related events below for primary or secondary students? Here is a flavour of
some of our key activities throughout the year.

Mock Interviews
(Y13 in January and
Y10 in May)
Can you offer a day to give a
student their first experience of
a job interview? All we ask is
that you have experience of the
workplace, are confident and

willing to feedback to the individuals. All paperwork and
details of the process will be explained in advance of the
day.

For all MCLT enquiries:

EPQ
Widely recognised by
universities, the Extended Project
Qualification is taken by some of
our Sixth Form students. They
undertake an individual research
project on a subject of their own
choosing and we are looking for

mentors to support them.

INSPIRING YOUNG MINDS

www.meadowhead.sheffield.sch.uk
www.meadowhead.sheffield.sch.uk

