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Record Breaking GCSE results 2019
Progress

All Students Above National 

Girls Above National 

Boys Above National 

Disadvantaged backgrounds Above National 

HA/MA/LA Above National 

SEND Above National 

% of pupils achieving a grade 4+ in E & M (Basics 9 – 4) 67% 59.4%

% of pupils achieving a grade 5+ in E & M (Basics 9 – 5) 40.8% 38.6%

Headline Figures 2019 Sheffield



Record Breaking A level Results



KS5 Results 2019

Performance in 10 
courses is now 
placed in the top 
25% nationally



Destinations 

Student 
number

University 53

Apprenticeship 10

College (Foundation degree) 3

Employment 4

Gap year 6

Unknown 1



My Guiding Principle

Every student at Meadowhead should be 
given the standard of education and treated 
with the respect, care and empathy I would 

want for my own children.



Our Mission

We work in partnership with others to equip 
young people with the skills, attitudes and 
qualifications needed to secure successful 

careers and to become responsible adults in 
the future.  
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Meadowhead Code of Conduct





Attendance Matters

190 school days
Attendance must be at least

95%
This means only

9.5 days 
absence throughout the year





Uniform
At Meadowhead we believe very strongly in 
developing and maintaining the school’s identity 
amongst our students and within the community.

Meadowhead sweatshirt 
Meadowhead polo shirt
Plain black trousers or skirt with black tights
Plain black leather or leather look shoes 

• No trainers or canvas shoes 
• No jeans of any kind 
• No jogging bottoms, leggings or shorts
• No jewellery or piercings 
• No hooded tops or hats
• No make up or nail varnish
• No extreme hairstyles or colours





Equipment 
Every student is expected to 
provide the following basic items 

 School bag 
 Reading book
 Black ball point pen
 Green ball point pen 
 Pencil
 Ruler 
 Rubber
 Sharpener
 Scientific calculator





No mobile phones
Mobile phones and earphones are not 
allowed in school



Rewards
Students will be rewarded for effort, achievement, attendance and cooperation

 Headteacher’s commendation
 Positive emails, calls, texts
 Postcards
 Letters
 Certificates
 Silver, Gold, Diamond awards
 R1, R2, R3, R4 rewards
 Governors’ commendation
 Trips





Consequences
For students who do not meet school expectations, there will be levelled consequences

.Verbal warning

.C1—Name on whiteboard

.C2—10 min RC after school

.C3—Removal from lesson

.C4—Internal exclusion room



Meadowhead Code of Conduct



School requirements

Wear uniform at all times
Full and smart uniform reflects the “ready to work” ethic expected of all students at Meadowhead.

Attend school and lessons on time, with the correct equipment
To ensure no learning is missed, develop self-discipline and good personal organisation.

Complete all classwork and homework on time to the best of 
your ability
To achieve your full potential and secure future success.

Follow instructions first time
Use appropriate language and behave in a manner which is respectful to others and the classroom 
environment.



Reading Time

• Settled start to the day. 
• Engagement in literacy and a opportunity for 

intervention. 
• Assembly takes place one morning a week.
• The Student Bulletin is shared. 
• Uniform and equipment checks take place.  
• Independent reading. 



Benefits of reading (based on research)
Average reading age required for GCSE subject is 15.7

• Increases intelligence
• Increase your vocabulary 
• Improves your writing skills
• Expands your knowledge 
• Improves memory, focus and concentration
• Reduces stress
• Helps you sleep better
• Develop good interpersonal skills (empathy)



Curriculum 
25 lessons a week

Year 
8 Eng Eng Eng Ma Ma Ma Sci Sci Sci HFWB HFWB
Eth Eth MfL MfL Hist Hist Geog Geog DT DT Art Dr Mu IT

Year 
9

Eng Eng Eng Eng Ma Ma Ma Sci Sci Sci Sci

H
F
W
B

HFWB 
x2

Eth Eth MfL MfL Hist Hist Geog Geog ADT ADT Dr / 
Mu

IT



A knowledge-based curriculum 

• High level of challenge;
• Breadth and depth of subjects;
• Mastery within a subject area;
• Focused on building and applying knowledge;
• Developing vocabulary;
• Use of knowledge organisers to support learning.  

‘Learning is defined as an alteration in long term memory. If 
nothing has altered in long term memory nothing has been 
learned.’



No excuses culture
High Expectations

- punctuality & attendance
- behaviour
- learning in the classroom
- silent classwork
- homework



Homework



Meadowhead Homework Guidance 2019-20

Year 8 & 9
• Homework to be set once a week in English, 

maths and science.
• Every two weeks for other subjects with the 

exception of the following:
• One hour a week subjects to set two pieces of 

homework in a half term.
• ADT carousel to set three pieces of homework 

in a half term.



Benefits of homework

• Lower ability students benefit from spending more 
time on homework assignments because they need 
more time to reach the same level as higher-ability 
students. 

• “grades of low-ability students who did 10 hours of 
homework or more per week were as good as the 
grades of high ability students who did no homework” 
(Epstein, 1988).

http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED301322.pdf


Meadowhead Assessment Weeks 2019-20

Year Group Assessment Week
Year 8 Assessment 1 Week 16 (6th January)
Year 8 Assessment 2 Week 29 (27th April)
Year 9 Assessment 1 Week 17 (13th January)
Year 9 Assessment 2 Week 33 (1st June)

Reviews will be shared with students and parents 
two weeks after the Assessment Week.



KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER
BIG IDEA: EARTH
TOPIC: CLIMATE

Key Word Definition

global warming The gradual increase in surface temperature of 
the Earth.

fossil fuels Remains of dead organisms that are burned as 
fuels, releasing carbon dioxide.

carbon sink Areas of vegetation, the ocean or the soil, 
which absorb and store carbon.

greenhouse effect
When energy from the sun is transferred to the 
thermal energy store of gases in Earth's 
atmosphere.

atmosphere The mixture of gases surrounding the Earth.

greenhouse gas A gas that contributes to the greenhouse effect,
such as carbon dioxide.

respiration The process that transfers energy in plants and 
animals.

combustion
A chemical reaction in which a substance reacts 
with oxygen and gives out light and heat. Also 
called burning.

photosynthesis The process plants and algae use to make their 
own food, glucose.

climate change A long-term change in weather patterns.

The atmosphere is the mixture of gases surrounding 
the Earth, the proportions can be shown on a pie chart.

The greenhouse effect explains how 
the atmosphere keeps the Earth warm.

Over time there has been a gradual 
increase in air temperature at the 
surface of the Earth, this is called global 
warming.

Greenhouse gases, such as carbon 
dioxide and methane contribute to the 
greenhouse effect and certain human 
activities can increase the amounts of 
these gases in the atmosphere.

The Carbon Cycle

Carbon is recycled through 
natural processes in the 
atmosphere, ecosystems, 
oceans and the Earth's crust 
(such as photosynthesis 
and respiration) as well as 
human activities (burning 
fuels).

Scientists have 
evidence that global 
warming caused by 
human activity is 
causing climate 
change.

There is some disagreement between scientists and politicians 
about whether human activities cause climate change, or whether 
it is caused by natural events. The majority of scientists however 
believe that global warming caused by human activity is ‘very 
likely’ to be causing changes in climate. 

Global warming is a concern because it changes local weather 
patterns. In some areas rainfall increases, leading to flooding. 
Other areas suffer droughts and heatwaves which may cause crop 
failures. It may also lead to extinction of certain species.

There are many ways of reducing 
emissions of greenhouse gases 
caused by human activities. These 
include:
• generating electricity from solar 

panels and other renewable 
sources instead of burning fossil 
fuels.

• using cars less
• buying and wasting less



Progress Reports Y8/Y9



English
Language

Maths

Science

Options process – preparing for Year 10/11 

History
Or 

Geography
Choice 3

Choice 2

Choice 1Science

English  
Literature



Options process
• Everyone one does the core subjects: English, maths, science.
• Everyone does FOUR other subjects on top of the core.
• You have to do at least ONE of geography or history.
• You have up to 3 other choices.
• Some subjects are guided by the teacher: Languages, Triple 

Science, Sport,  Music, Computer Science.
• You can get the Ebacc qualification if you do at least two from 

geography, history, languages, triple science.

KEY DATES:
Thursday 23rd January – Year 9 Options Evening
Wednesday 12th February – Year 9 Parents’ Evening
24th February – 16th March – Options interviews (make your choices)



Parent App

• Attendance
• Homework
• Rewards 
• Behaviour 



Communication

• Parent App
• Emailing of letters
• Up to date contact details
• Social media – Facebook, Twitter, website
• Working together, collaboration



Parents’ Evening

• Year 8 - Wednesday 10th June

• Year 9 - Wednesday 12th February
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